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2.1 @onil @GRWI~I& A (Prospective teachers)
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3.2 @olplael

English the world’s most common language now belongs to the world and increasingly to non-
native speakers who outnumber the native speakers. For developing and emerging economies,
there is an enormous demand and need for English in public education systems to boost stability,
employability and prosperity. “English language skills are an indispensable tool for daily
communication with most of the outside world, either in professional or personal life. English in
India today is a symbol of people’s aspirations for quality in education and fuller participation in
national and international life.” Therefore teacher education in English Language is a great concern
of the hour. Provision for contextual use of english, mastery of English Language systems and
giving input rich environment to the student teachers are to be redesigned in tune with the emerging
needs and in the light of the new context.

MULTILINGUAL CONTEXT

All children come to school equipped with a strong foundation of mother tongue, coupled with
a variety of learning experiences from home and their environment. Development and learning
begin in the first language, and it is in this language children begin to construct their knowledge
and form meaningful communicative relationships.

India is massively multilingual, as a country, as a community and in the lives of its citizens. Over
recent years, research and scholarship elsewhere regard English language education as one of
the important elements of educational purpose, and look multilingualism as a natural human
resource, not as an aberrant problem. Student teachers, being multilingual are to be encouraged
to tap this potential.

It shall not affect the first language teaching. It is essential that curriculum should be concerned
with the cultural realism and maintain a viable delicate balance between the two. Hence, English
language teaching should be developed on the ‘already acquired skills’ of the first language in
children. The educated Keralites will have enough communicative ability in English, more passive
than active, and more in writing than in fluent speaking. Thus, all Keralites intuitively have
multilingual and cross-linguistic susceptibilities, which make acquisition of language and its
use fit comfortably into their overall language schema.

“The overwhelming presence and entrenchment of English in public life of Kerala is evident.
Even in rural areas, hoardings, signboards and the nameplates of shops and services are all
primarily in English.” This unique affinity demands teachers of the highest potential.

Recently concluded D.Ed. study on the existing curriculum of Teacher Education in English,
recommend to revamp the curriculum with professional practices across the world to bridge the
existing division/disjunction between English language-rich and English language-poor
environment of teaching, affirming equity and quality. Teacher Education has to be a continuous
process and it needs prioritization in various areas to implement alternative paradigm for quality
teacher education. Existing D.Ed. curriculum was introduced in 2013 and it’s time to redesign it
incorporating the new strategies of ELT.

The issues highlighted by the Honourable members of Joint Review Mission on Teacher Education
(April 21-24,2014) like lack of enough PCTK (Pedagogic Content Technological Knowledge),
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lack of research exposure, institutional inertia, inequity, quality crisis, overgrowing establishment,
rare humane and professional teachers, poor integration of skills, alienated and incompatible
modes of teacher education, meager contribution to higher education, domain pedagogy
mismatches, stake holders’ non-alignment, inadequate technology infusion, vision and mission
mismatches non-scientific manpower planning etc. called for revolutionary changes in the
curriculum.

NCERT in its position paper (2008) on Teacher Education opined that despite repeated reiterations
on Teacher Education programmes, the system continue to train teachers to adjust to the needs of
an education system in which education is seen as the transmission of information and learning
reproduced from textbooks. This is often reflected in periodic revisions of curriculum framework
with little emphasis on revitalizing a largely stagnant teacher education sector. The paper has
demanded, the need for enhancing the professional identity of teachers, establishing meaningful
links between pre-service and in-service education, maintaining professionally qualified teacher
educators, etc.

NCFTE (2009) envisaged development of professional and humane teacher education in the
country. Justice Verma Commission report (2012) and its plan of action (2013) suggested that
current teacher education programmes (TEPs) may be re-designed keeping in view the
recommendations in the National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education (NCFTE, 2009-
10). Pedagogic strategies routed in constructivism is still to be implemented in our teacher
education curriculum with due importance. Similarly, the evaluation approaches like CCE are
still to be implemented with academic fidelity and reliability in pre-service teacher education
programmes.

Kerala curriculum framework developed in (2007) and later revised in 2013 envisioned that
“learning takes place by confronting problematic situations and through problem-solving” in
constructive mode. Therefore curriculum has to be process-based, activity-related, ensuring
mastery learning, suitable to achieve learning objectives, fostering sustainable development,
considering values and attitudes, encouraging learner autonomy and integrating evaluation. Kerala
as the front runner of the pedagogic innovations in English in India offers “flexibility to carry out
various teaching/learning strategies to realize learning outcomes.” Our schools have immense
resources for developing communicative competence of students. Teachers are encouraged to
use acquisition rich, meta-thinking, co-operative, collaborative and reflective thinking strategies
for English teaching. In this context pre-service English curriculum needs to be modified for
meaningful synchronization with in-service education.

Recently, intake for the D.Ed. course and number prospective novices applying for the same has
increased considerably. The inefficiency of teachers to communicate proficiently in English is
the current challenge in the teacher education scenario.

The study on D.Ed. English curriculum (2017) has disclosed that many of the ICT slots provided
in the existing curriculum were not properly availed. Major reasons attributed for this failure are
poor infrastructure, inadequate ICT facility, and lack of enough technical expertise of the teacher
educators. Moreover it’s surprising to note that there aren’t any specific English teaching post
and qualified English teaching professionals in most of the elementary teacher education
institutions in Kerala. Presently either a graduate teacher in Science or Social Science is forced
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to transact the English D.Ed. curriculum. This calls for sweeping changes in certain areas of the
language teaching policy. As Kerala has already initiated to rein in the second generation
educational issues in school education, these issues are to be dealt with carefully. Time is ripe to
weed out second generation issues in teacher education too such as the divide between practice
and preach, quality, transparency and management.

TRENDS, PRACTICES AND INNOVATIONS IN TEACHING ENGLISH

According to Adrian Underhill, networking of ELT professionals, interest and support group
formation, promoting learner centeredness and learners needs, engaging in reflective practices,
portfolio development for teachers, getting involved in syllabus design/materials development/
local texts, offering criticism on published materials, etc. are the prevailing trends in English
language teaching. Many of these trends are seen and reflected in our context in one or the other
way. Teacher Education Institutions need to help such innovations and incorporate these positive
trends in training programme through various interventions as these changes have contributed
significantly to the continuing professional development of teachers of English in Kerala. In
addition to the aforesaid trends, integrating ICT tools in teaching can make learning effective
and help acquire various linguistic competencies. ICT integration increases international
opportunities for video-conferences, webinars, discussions and interactive classroom practices.
This will boost the CPD of our ELT professionals.

The NCFTE (2009) clearly mandates that teacher education must be comprehensive and evaluate
conceptual and pedagogical aspects along with attitudes, values and dispositions. Methods of
testing both qualitatively and quantitatively have strengths and weaknesses and have important
functions for both students and teachers. By trying to limit the negative effects of assessment, we
can ensure that they are as effective as possible. So choosing a combination of methods of
assessment is the fairest and most logical way. Classroom assessment and evaluation suitability
of general learning goals, learning outcomes associated with an individual lesson or unit plans,
effectiveness of transactional methods, materials and activities used to attain learning outcomes
and adequacy of professional practices are to be revisited and reassure.

Inclusive education is a process of strengthening the capacity of the education system to reach
out to all learners and can thus be understood as a key strategy to achieve education for all.
UNESCO in (1994) stated that inclusive schools were the most effective way to counter
discriminatory approaches and attitudes towards students with disability: international legislation
and policy has evolved to challenge exclusionary practices and focus attention on equal
opportunities for all learners. Inclusion in education is now accepted as a basic right (RTE 2009).
So student teachers shall be equipped to handle diversity in the classroom, bringing in flexible
teaching and learning methods adapted to different needs and learning styles. They must get
hands own experience and exposure in adaption, accommodation and modification to enhance
language learning in students.

Major objectives:-

» To equip the student teachers to use the language effectively and to transact English curriculum
in its desired ways.
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To engage the student teachers to analyze various approaches, methods and principles of
language acquisition and learning both in local and global context.

To help the student teachers explore innovative pedagogical techniques that foster higher
order thinking skills, support decision making, involve participatory learning etc.

To nurture the teaching aptitudes of student teachers and lead them to continuing professional
development (CPD).

To empower the teacher educators and the student teachers to apply effective assessment
strategies.

To sensitize the student teachers about the inclusion and revamping processes of general
education system.

To address the diverse challenges in resource management, curriculum transaction, planning,
evaluation techniques, internship, infra-structural etc.

Recent researches in ELT and the study on D.Ed. English Curriculum 2017, overwhelmingly
proposed the adoption of reflective practices that engage student teachers in teaching learning

processes as a vibrant co-learner. Following practices have been identified in the research for

implementation.

A package of 3month intensive preparatory programme and certification.

Pedagogic content and technological knowledge of various approaches, methods and strategies
and techniques.

Differentiated instructions - adaptation, accommodation and modification.

Collaborative, co-operative learning strategies.

Strategies for improving teacher competencies.

Appropriate knowledge in phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics of
English Language.

Various discourses, holistic and integrated use of language skills.

Assessment strategies using projects, peer assessment research based activities etcwith online
support and feedback.

Workshops, camps, art integrated learning, theatre in English, English fest, days celebrations,
field trips etc.

Cluster, workshops/seminars/interactive forum for teacher educators of English.

Study skills/reference skills.

Web skills (webinar, surfing, blogging, downloading, uploading, software and hardware
and mobile platform customisation and contextualisation of digital materials).

Language games, activities etc.

Selection of appropriate material (hard/soft) and its comparison and evaluation.
Management of English language teacher education through a portal with support from other
parts of the globe.

Blended learning in ELT.

Conclusion

D.Ed. curriculum offers unique, data-led, evidence-based approach to reflective practices in

English language teaching. This brings together theory, research and practice in an accessible
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way to demonstrate what reflective practices looks like and how it is undertaken in a wide range
of contexts in Kerala. Student teachers learn how to do research reflective practice in their own
settings at their own pace. Through the use of data, dialogue and appropriate tools, the student
teachers are expected to be proficient in English language teaching.
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