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Lesson 1

There are twenty two letters in Syriac. All letters are written and read 

from right to left. 

Letters   Name               Meaning 

 

Alap    
 

  Beth  

 

Gamel  



 
 

 

 8 

 

Dalath 

 

 

He      

 

Vau  

 

 

Zain  

 

 

Heth   



 
 

 

 9 

 

Theth  

 

 

Yodh   

 

Kap   

 

 

Lamad  

 

 

Mim   

 

 



 
 

 

 10 

 

 

Noon     

 

 

Semkath  

 

 

  E      

 

 

Pe   

 

Sadhe   



 
 

 

 11 

 

 

 

Qop    

 

 

Resh    

 

 

Sin     

 

 

Tau    
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Pronounce the letters in the following way 

 

   Letters 

Pronunciation 

ENGL: MAL: 

a Av 

b, bh _v, hv 

g, gh Kv 

d, dh Zv 

h lv 

v hv 

z kv 

ḥ lv 

ṭ Xv 

y bv 

, k, kh Iv 
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l ev 

m av 

,
n \v 

s kv 

e (a) 

 

Fv 

 

p, ph 

 

]v 

 

ṣ kv 

q 

 

Jv 

 

r 

 

dv 

š 

 

iv 

 

t , th Xv, kv 
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Note the specialities 

The letters take special shapes at the end of words. 

, eg:- ,

eg:-

, eg:- ,  
followed by at the end of a word is often written  eg:-

 

 

 

 

I. A.  Write these letters:         

I. B. Try to identify the letters 

I. C. Write the following in the alphabetical order. 

 ……………………                            

…………………..

                ……………………..

 In Syriac all letters are joined either with the preceding letters or 

with the following letters. 

 The eight letters namely   and  are joined 

to the preceding letters only and not with the following letters. 

 


